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	1. Chapter 1

Aero entered the motel room that contained his teammates. He carried bags of snacks and drinks that he bought from a nearby gas station. Aero was a peach-skinned boy. He had short brown hair that was neatly slicked back, the lightest of stumble on his chin, and slate-colored eyes. He wore a black V-neck sweater underneath a silver chestplate, carbon fiber gloves, gray dress pants, and steel-toed boots. It was all underneath a long, black coat lined with red. His weapon was a right-handed gauntlet that was form-fitted to his forearm with a sheathed katana without its guard attached to the outer side of the gauntlet. The handle of the katana was right next to his hand. The length of the katana stopped just above his shoulder. He dropped all the bags in front of his friends. He opened one bag and tossed a carton of ice cream to his Heterochromia iridium friend.

Neopolitan was a pale-ish skinned girl. She had half-pink and half-brown pigtails, with white streaks in the pink half; her eyes were colored with brown and pink. She wore a dark brown corset, brown pants, and very high-heeled, white boots. All underneath a two-toned jacket colored with pink and white. She sat on one of the room's beds. She smiled at him as she opened the carton and began to eat the contents.

Emerald looked at Aero quizzically from her seat on the window sill, "Are you sure you want her to have more sugar?" Emerald was a medium-brown skinned girl. She had short, mint-green hair with a straight fringe and bangs and red-colored eyes. She wore a short, olive-green tank-top, a golden armband, white pants, brown chaps that end at her calves, and black high-heeled shoes. Around her neck was an olive-green bandana. On her arms, there were black cut-off sleeves that covered her hands, and on her middle-fingers were golden rings.

Aero smiled and shrugged at her, "Do you want a grumpy Neo?"

Emerald had a small smile, "Point taken." Aero tossed her a fake diamond from one of the bags. She caught it, "Cute." Aero chuckled at that.

Aero looked into the open restroom, "Mercury! How're the new legs?"

Mercury walked out of the restroom with a smile, "I still can't believe you got Schnee to spring for these." Mercury was a pale-skinned boy. He had short silvery-gray hair that was carelessly slicked-back and silvery-gray eyes. He wore an armored, two-toned shirt colored with gray and black, a draped sash over his belt, and black track pants that were currently rolled above his knees. The rolled up pant-legs revealed the Schnee Company marked prosthetic legs. They looked more human than android. Mercury's boots/weapons were currently being held by his fingers.

Aero shrugged with a smile, "Well, when you sell out your piece-of-shit neglecting father and his company to Schnee, doubling_ his_ company's size, he owes you. Whether or not he admits it." Mercury walked past him and they fist-bumped. Mercury sat on the bed and Aero tossed him a can of soda from a bag. Mercury caught it and began to roll down his pant-legs.

Aero stood in front of his friends, "Well, we should all get some sleep. Tomorrow, we have to leave early to catch the airship to Beacon." After some time, they went to bed.

XXX

Emerald walked over to Aero's bed and poked him awake.

Aero opened his eyes groggily and propped himself up on his elbows, "Emerald? What's up?"

She sat on his bed, "I've been wondering… Do you ever regret giving up your 'rich kid' life? Giving up everything for us?"

Aero leaned forward and put a hand on Emerald's shoulder, "My life as a 'rich kid' was lonely and boring. Getting everything you want, having everyone kiss your ass. It isn't as great as people make it out to be." Aero smiled, "Emerald, I don't and will never regret sticking with you guys." Emerald smiled back and he patted her shoulder, "Now, head off to bed."

Emerald stood, "Aye, aye, Team Leader." Emerald went back to bed and so did Aero, both falling asleep.

XXX

The airship's automated pilot spoke, "Stand clear of the doors. The airship will be taking off soon." The airship disengaged from the docks. Mercury stopped just before the edge.

Aero yelled, "JUMP!" He ran with Emerald and Neo behind him.

"What!?" asked Mercury. He looked over his shoulder to see Aero sigh. Mercury's eyes widened as Aero drop-kicked him into the airship, Aero's flying body tumbling in with him. Emerald and Neo jumped the gap and landed in the airship. Emerald and Neo closed in on their friends.

Aero popped straight onto his feet, "Woo! We made it, good job." He let out a breath of air and looked down. His foot was on Mercury's face, he quickly stepped away and nonchalantly said, "Ah, sorry, Mercury."

Emerald put her hands on her hips and spoke with a smile, "You could, at least, sound sincere."

Aero tilted his head like a confused puppy, "Sorry?"

Emerald sighed, still smiling, "Don't turn it into a question."

Mercury slowly got up and muttered, "One day, I'm really going to kill him." Neo crouched down next to him with a smile. Mercury shared a look with her and he chuckled. She straightened and helped him stand.

XXX

Yang shared a look with her little sister, "Well, that was a thing."

XXX

**AN: Please leave a review! Seriously, ****_please_****. I need validation. Please.**


	2. Chapter 2

Aero, Mercury, Emerald, and Neo stepped off of the airship and walked on the paved path into the school.

Mercury whistled, "Your manor has nothing on this."

"You are most definitely correct," nodded Aero. They looked around and were in amazement as they entered the Amphitheater.

XXX

Aero looked amongst the crowd as more students filed in and he saw a familiar face, Weiss Schnee. She was scolding some poor girl. He felt bad for her, and apparently, he showed it.

Emerald asked, "What's up?"

Aero looked at her before jerking his chin in the direction of the Schnee, "Ice Queen is scolding some poor girl."

Emerald's look turned sour, "Oh, _her_."

Mercury shook his head, "I can't believe her father forced you to go to that Charity Fund with her."

"Tabloids went crazy, 'Has Weiss Schnee Found the Heir to the Schnee Dust Company!?' I never wanted to burn newsstands so passionately," smiled Aero.

"She yelled at you about that, didn't she?" pointed out Mercury.

Aero shook his head, "Never wanted to-"

"Choke?" finished Emerald.

Aero shook his head, "No, choking is what you do when you eat, drink, or breathe. Strangle." The four shared a smile before chuckling. "We're not homicidal, right?"

Emerald and Mercury smiled, "No~." Neo shook her head with a smile. This only made his grin grow. He looked ahead and saw the Headmaster of Beacon walk on stage.

Aero nudged Emerald, "Speech time."

He pushed his glasses up, "I'll... keep this brief. You have traveled here today in search of knowledge, to hone your craft and acquire new skills, and when you have finished, you plan to dedicate your life to the protection of the people. But I look amongst you, and all I see is wasted energy, in need of purpose, direction. You assume knowledge will free you of this, but your time at this school will prove that knowledge can only carry you so far. It is up to you to take the first step."

"Cheery guy," commented Mercury, sarcastically.

Glynda Goodwitch walked up to the mic as Ozpin left, "You will gather in the ballroom tonight; tomorrow, your initiation begins. Be ready. You are dismissed." Aero's eyes shifted over to the Schnee. He smiled when a blond walked up to her and said something that made her face-palm.

Aero mumbled, "Hope that happens more often." The four friends proceeded to file out along with the rest of the students.

XXX

Aero rolled out a sleeping bag, his friends doing the same. They all had changed into pajamas. Aero yawned as he sat down. Mercury pulled out his scroll and began to play a game. Neo joined in and they played the game in multiplayer. Emerald was reading a book, "Ninjas of Love". Aero raised a brow at her.

He scooted over to her, "Where'd you nab the book?"

"I don't know what you're talking about," answered Emerald.

Aero smiled and asked jokingly, "You like smut?"

Emerald shook her head with a smile and gestured over to a girl sitting far from them, "I nabbed it from her, she is quite the pervert." The girl had a bow on her head and her pajamas seemed to be a yukata.

Aero smiled, patted her shoulder, and moved back to his sleeping bag, "Just return it as discreetly as possible. I'm sure she's protective of it." Aero stopped, smirked, and suggested, "Unless you want to keep it and use it." The comment threw Emerald for a loop. Thoughts were pushed to the surface and her cheeks flushed with embarrassment.

She shook the thoughts away, "I-I'll get it done."

Aero chuckled at her reaction, "_Cute_." He crawled into his sleeping bag. Neo pumped her fist into the air. Mercury frowned and shook his head. Emerald got up and closed the book, face still flushed.

Neo shot him a look that said, "Aw, you seem upset."

Mercury sighed and shook his head, "Maybe." Neo went off to her sleeping bag with a smirk on her face and Mercury proceeded to lay on his sleeping bag. Emerald returned and she laid within her sleeping bag. Mercury laid there waiting for sleep to take him. Neo's sleeping bag shifted like a worm as it moved over to Mercury. From the top of the bag popped out Neo's head, she was smiling.

Mercury smiled back, "Okay." She wiggled next to him and rolled closer. She nudged him and he wrapped his arms around the sleeping bag.

**AN: Tomorrow is Initiation. The team will be in action. Please leave a review, _please_. I need validation. Thank you for reading!**


	3. Chapter 3

"Wake up, lazy bud! It's morning! It's morning! It's morning!" sang a female voice.

Aero's eyes fluttered opened, "Either that is someone's alarm or something worse." He propped himself up on his elbows. Suddenly, a ginger got extremely close to his face in a couple of seconds.

The girl had short orange hair and turquoise eyes. She wore a collared black vest that ends at her waist. Under the vest were two layers of clothing, colored red and light-blue. She also wore a white sleeveless top with a white detached sleeve on each arm. She wore matching pink fingerless gloves, and pink skirt. Her shoes were a mix of pink and white with pink laces. She also wore armor that began in the middle of her shoulder and neck and ended by the waist.

There was only an inch between their faces and she was smiling, "No silly, I'm not an alarm."

Aero's eyes went from groggy to bloodshot almost instantly, "_It was something worse—an energetic person_."

A savior spoke from outside his vision, "Nora."

She pulled back, "Coming Ren."

Ren walked up and apologized, "Sorry."

Aero shook his head, "I've never felt so tired so quickly."

Ren crouched down and offered a hand, "I'm Lie Ren, call me Ren." He had long black hair tied into a ponytail with a pink highlight in his hair and magenta-colored eyes. He wore a dark green, diagonally-buttoned, long-sleeved tailcoat lined with red, with black and gold trimming and pink cuffs. He wore a black, long-sleeved shirt beneath the suit, and light-tan pants with black shoes. He gestured to Nora, "She's Nora Valkyrie."

She waved, "Hi!" Aero felt energy leave him quickly as he waved back.

Aero took Ren's hand and shook it, "The name's Aero Charcoal."

Ren nodded and stood, "Sorry again, Aero."

Aero waved him off, "It's fine. Good luck on Initiation."

Ren smiled, "You too." Ren then proceeded to leave with Nora in tail.

Aero looked at his friends to see Mercury and Neo cuddling while Emerald laid sound asleep. Aero quietly shifted over to Mercury and Neo. He opened Neo's sleeping bag and slowly moved Mercury into it. He quickly zipped the two within and nodded to himself. He turned his attention to Emerald. She looked peaceful. He brought his knees to his chest and looked at her. An evil idea popped into his mind. He put a hand over her mouth and leaned over her ear.

"Stay still, and you'll enjoy this," whispered Aero. He quickly removed his hand. Emerald shot up, cheeks flushed with blood, and she was whipping her head around. Aero smirked but kept it hidden, "Bad dream?"

She blinked, "N-No, it was n-nothing."

Aero patted her shoulder, "Well, okay. Remember, it's Initiation day." He gestured to Mercury and Neo, "Wake up the love birds. I'm going to go brush my teeth." He walked over to the bathroom and went to brush his teeth.

XXX

Aero and his friends now wore their usual attires. Neo returned her hair to their pigtail form. Aero currently had a footprint on his forehead and a handprint on his cheek.

"_Worth it_," thought Aero. The group went to their own lockers. Aero walked past Ren and Nora. The two boys shared a nod. Aero stopped at his locker, and Mercury stopped at his own. Aero took out his silver chestplate and strapped it into place over his sweater. He pulled out his gauntlet and slipped it on. The gauntlet fitted itself onto his right forearm. On the outer side of the gauntlet, he pulled out his sheathed katana, pulling the blade an inch out of its sheath. The temperature dropped in his immediate area before he sheathed the blade completely again. He slid the weapon into place on the outside of the gauntlet and it locked into place.

Mercury sat on a bench and slipped on his greaves. They locked into place and then compartments opened up on each of them. He placed red Dust Crystals inside both and the greaves lit up.

Neo opened her locker and pulled out her weapons. One seemed to be a combination between a baseball bat and an umbrella, colored brown and pink. She spun her revolver on her finger. The revolver was colored white and was modified. She slung her bat over her shoulder and holstered her revolver.

Emerald opened her locker and pulled out her weapons. She spun both of her green modified revolvers with black-wrapped handles on her fingers. She deployed the blades, making the weapons into sickles. The sickles detached and hung by chains from the handles. She nodded and shifted her weapons back to their revolver form.

Aero closed his locker and looked at Mercury, "Ready?"

Mercury smirked as he stood up, "Always."

Aero leaned against his locker, "'Devil's Legs' up and running?"

Mercury hopped on the balls of his feet, "Yep." He gestured to Aero's weapon, "How's Jotunheim?"

"Great," answered Aero. Aero smiled, "God, I haven't wield it in a long while. Can't wait till I get to use her." He patted his gauntlet.

Emerald walked up with a smirk, "Using a pronoun to describe your weapon again?"

Aero pointed a finger at Emerald, "It's normal!"

"Aero?" asked a familiar voice. Aero tensed and a shiver went down his spine.

Aero turned and looked at Weiss Schnee, "Oh, Weiss…" He sighed, "Hi." Weiss stood in the entrance way to the locker room. Her hair was still in an off-centered ponytail. She wore a pale blue bolero jacket lined with red, a pale blue thigh-length dress, and white, heeled wedge boots lined with red.

She acted awkwardly and stated, "It's been a while."

Aero shook his head, "_God_, that ponytail."

"SHUT UP!" stomped Weiss.

He crossed his arms over his chest, shaking his head, "There is literally no point, in having it off-centered."

She rolled her eyes and sighed, "Forget it. Goodbye, Aero." She walked past the group and Aero relaxed.

Mercury looked at the leaving heiress, "Wow, that's a record."

Emerald checked her scroll, "What was that, like five seconds? You got her to give up on you so fast."

Aero rubbed his nose and fixed his coat's collar, "I learned from Mercury and his pick-up lines." Emerald and Neo chuckled.

Mercury scowled, "Screw you too."

Aero shrugged, "Well, whatever. Let's go get breakfast." He turned and ran into a young girl wearing a red cloak. Underneath the cloak, she wore a black blouse, a black waist cincher with red lacing, a skirt with red trimmings, and black and red combat boots with red lacing.

The girl said, "Sorry."

Aero said, "Sorry." They side-stepped, trying to get around the other. Only to stop in front of each other. They tried to fix that by side-stepping again only to repeat what they've done. They kept doing that until Emerald grabbed Aero and dragged him to the side.

The girl nodded, "Thanks." She proceeded to enter the locker room. Emerald let go of Aero and he straightened.

"Okay. Breakfast?" asked Aero. The group then proceeded to leave the locker rooms and went to the cafeteria.

XXX

They finished their breakfast and Glynda Goodwitch spoke over the P.A. System, "Would all first-year students please report to Beacon Cliff for initiation? Again, all first-year students report to Beacon Cliff immediately."

"Which way's Beacon Cliff?" asked Aero. Neo took out her scroll and opened up a map. She began to leave and gestured her friends to follow.

XXX

They all stood side-by-side on silver tiles on Beacon Cliff. Aero could see the Headmaster down to his right. There were a lot of teenagers standing next to the cliff's edge. He looked over and saw the drop. He felt a nudge and jumped back with a yelp. He looked at Neo, who was silently laughing. He sighed and flicked her forehead. She pouted and kicked his shin.

The Headmaster began, "For years, you have trained to become warriors, and today, your abilities will be evaluated in the Emerald Forest."

Aero nudged Emerald, "You good?"

Emerald smiled and nodded, "Yeah."

Aero gestured to her and Neo, whispering to both, "Remember, keep your semblances under wraps." He looked at Mercury, who nodded.

Professor Goodwitch nodded, "Now, I'm sure many of you have heard rumors about the assignment of teams. Well, allow us to put an end to your confusion. Each of you will be given teammates... _today_."

"Think we'll be on the same team?" asked Mercury.

"It's possible," answered Emerald.

The Headmaster took another sip from his mug, "These teammates will be with you for the rest of your time here at Beacon. So it is in your best interest to be paired with someone with whom you can work well." There was audible groaning down the right of the line. "That being said, the first person you make eye contact with after landing will be your partner for the next four years."

A familiar, young voice screamed, "What?"

"After you've partnered up, make your way to the northern end of the forest. You will meet opposition along the way. Do not hesitate to destroy everything in your path... or you _will_ die."

Aero chuckled, "Fun…"

The Headmaster continued, "You will be monitored and graded through the duration of your initiation, but our instructors will not intervene. You will find an abandoned temple at the end of the path containing several relics. Each pair must choose one and return to the top of the cliff. You will guard that item, as well as your standing, and grade you appropriately. Are there any questions?" Someone tried to ask one down the line, "_Good_! Now, take your positions."

Mercury began hopping on the balls of his feet as his greaves glowed with energy. Emerald equipped her guns. Neo whipped out her bat and revolver. Aero stretched and readied his gauntlet. Afterwards, one by one, they all got launched into the Emerald Forest.

XXX

**AN: I've read your reviews and they will be taken in to consideration. I've been debating on how much this team will be involved with Team RWBY and JNPR, and how much would they do for the main plot. I'm still deciding. Be sure to leave a review and any questions. Thank you for reading.**


	4. Chapter 4

Aero was smirking as he flew through the air. He flipped and slammed his hands together. His eyes glowed and his aura flared as his body was consumed by ice. The ice ball he formed skipped off the ground several times, leaving destruction wherever it touched the ground until its momentum finally subsided. The ice cracked and bursted open. Aero stood and left the shattered ice. He stretched, popping the bones in his neck and spine. He walked forward and he was able to catch some of the professors' cameras as he walked past them. A twig snapped, he stopped and smiled. He gripped the handle of Jotunheim as he turned. He saw a pack of Beowolves—six of them. He whipped out his sword, the pure blue blade seemed to let out lines of blue vapor. He twirled the blade and chuckled.

He patted his knee, as if calling to a dog, taunting the pack, "Come on, Fido, let's take you for a walk." He held the sword with two hands and waited. One Beowolf lunged forward with a swing of its claws. Aero side-stepped the attack. He spun around, turning his blade, holding it in a reverse grip, and skewering the Beowolf in its sternum. He turned back around and ripped the blade free of the decaying corpse. He charged forward and the Beowolves charged at him.

He side-stepped another Beowolf, his blade overhead, and brought it upon the Beowolf's neck. He flipped over the arm of an attacking Beowolf. He pumped his blade with his aura and stabbed it into the ground. The grass turned into ice and icicles sprouted from the ground. The attack only caught one of the Beowolves while the rest only got scratches. He hopped off the icicles and began fighting three Beowolves. He arched his back to dodge an attack and flipped to dodge another. He landed on one knee and aimed his blade towards one Beowolf. His aura flared, the blade glowed as blue vapor began to swirl around it, and a needle-thin spike of ice shot from the blade. It nailed a Beowolf in the jugular.

The pack of five was now at a dwindling two and with Aero perfectly fine. He was smirking and the Beowolves slammed their paws into the ground. He rushed forward and they began to fight. He slipped underneath a Beowolf's arm and swept its legs from underneath itself. The Beowolf landed on its paws and knees. Aero grabbed its arm, lifting it, and stabbed it through its armpit. He twisted his blade, effectively kill it. He was suddenly blindsided by the last Beowolf and was thrown into a tree, dropping his sword. He looked at his sword, which was too far away.

The Beowolf closed the distance and tried to swipe him with its claws. Aero moved quickly, redirecting the attacks overhead or knocking them to the side. When he finally found an opening, he grabbed the side of the Beowolf's head. His aura was heavily pumped into his hand, and frost began to form on the side of the Beowolf's head. After a few seconds, the head of the Beowolf was solid ice. He lifted the head and slammed it into the ground, shattering it.

He let out a breath of air and took up his sword, "Wow! My life just flashed before my eyes for a second!" He twirled his sword, "Cool! Thrill of the hunt!" exclaimed Aero. He then, with a smile, continued on his trek towards the relics.
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Ozpin took a sip from his mug while eyeing his scroll, "Hmm… Interesting." He stood alongside Glynda on Beacon Cliff, monitoring the first-year students.

"What is it, Ozpin?" asked Glynda.

Ozpin showed her his scroll, "Mr. Charcoal's aura… When he uses his semblance, his aura goes down. His reserves are quite high so he doesn't have to think about it. I wonder…"

Glynda raised a brow, "You wonder?"

Ozpin shook his head, "Nothing."

XXX

Mercury wandered the forest. He was bored, looking for either his friends or something to kill. There was a sudden roar and he turned to see a ginger riding an Ursa charge straight past him with a guy chasing after her.

Mercury stood there with a confused look, "Okay… That was the weirdest thing I've seen today." Behind those two people were two Ursas. Since the two people left the area, it left Mercury to deal with the inconvenience. He stretched and readied himself for the two.

One Ursa charged at him, arm drawn back for a swipe. Mercury leapt into the air and jab-kicked the Ursa's shoulder, causing it to skid across the ground. He landed and the second Ursa was upon him. Mercury activated the 'Devil's Legs' and the greaves glowed with red heat. He dropped into a one-handed handstand and kicked the Ursa's chest. He then spun his body, still in a handstand, in the opposite direction and slammed his leg into the Ursa's lower back. This suspended the body in the air for a few moments. Mercury straightened his body, making a perfect handstand, and slammed both legs down upon the Ursa's chest. The Ursa landed and Mercury flipped into the air. He landed on its chest and his greave caught fire as he stomped, putting a hole in its chest cavity. The Ursa he kicked to the ground earlier finally stood. The Ursa began moving towards him. Mercury leapt into the air and started a series of flipping over rapidly, gaining speed. Once he was close, he landed in a handstand and brought his heel down upon the top of the Ursa's head. He then brought his knees to his chest. He sprung upward sending both of his feet directly into its chin. The body began falling backwards. Still in his handstand, he used his momentum and he axe-kicked the flying body. The body slammed into the ground creating a small crater. He flipped back onto his feet.

He stretched and continued on his search for his friends. He walked for a while before seeing a Beowolf sent straight through a tree and hearing a shotgun blast. The Grimm died and the tree was completely shattered. Mercury jumped back and saw two girls, one with blond, wild hair and the other with black hair.

The blondie said, "See? Easy kill." She had an athlete's build. She wore an orange infinity scarf, a yellow low-cut crop top, a short tan vest with puffy cap sleeves, a brown belt with a banner-like draped over it, black shorts under a white asymmetrical back skirt, a gray bandana tied on her knee, gray socks, and brown knee-high platform boots.

The brunette rebutted, "You didn't need to destroy it; you only need to kill it." She had a similar build. She wore a black bow on top of her head, a detached scarf, a white sleeveless undershirt that cuts-off at her midriff, a black single-buttoned vest with coattails, white shorts under black stockings, that fade into purple, and black low-heeled boots.

The blondie shrugged, "Not as fun." The brunette shook her head, with the slightest of smiles on her lips. Mercury looked at the partners and then continued north. The blondie noticed him, "Oh, hey."

Mercury stopped, "Yo."

The blondie gestured to herself and her partner, "I'm Yang and she's Blake."

Mercury gestured to himself, "Mercury. Mercury Black." He stretched, "Well, I'm going to keep north, see ya." He lazily waved and continued walking. He heard their footsteps behind him, "_Well, we are heading in the same direction_…" He sighed and rested his hands on the back of his head. They walked for a while before hearing gunshots.

Yang picked up a little speed, "Do you think someone's in trouble?"

Blake shrugged, "It wouldn't hurt to check." The partners started to run towards the noise.

Mercury rubbed the back of his head, "_Could be them_…" He shrugged and followed the two.

XXX

The three students stopped at a clearing. Yang and Blake looked around, shocked, and Mercury was smiling. Within the clearing, one girl, one Ursa and three dissolving bodies.

The partners were about to help, but Mercury stopped them, "She doesn't need help."

Blake looked at him, "How do you know?"

Mercury smirked, "Watch."

Neo flipped over the Ursa. It stopped and turned, its mouth foaming in rage. She sat on a rock, smirk on her face. Her legs crossed and her eyes taunting the Grimm. Her bat was slung over her shoulder and she twirled her revolver on her finger. The Ursa roared with rage and charged again. She leapt into the air and stepped on its forehead, sending it straight into the rock. She landed on her feet, holstered her revolver, and whipped out her bat. She stepped on the Ursa's lower back and swung her bat straight into its crotch. This sent the Grimm forward a few feet, it skidded on its chin. She moved quickly and hopped onto its back. She shoved her revolver into its mouth and unloaded it. She heard clapping behind her. She turned and saw Mercury walking up.

She smiled and walked up to him.

He noted the dissolving bodies, "Well, you've been doing well."

She rolled her eyes as she waved off the compliment, a smile on her face.

He smiled and nudged her, "Well, partner, ready to go?"

She smirked and reloaded her revolver.

"That's a 'yes'," smiled Mercury. They shared a look and chuckled.

A scoff was heard, "Of course _you_ two would find each other." Mercury turned towards the voice to see Emerald. She stood on a tree branch, spinning her sickles on their chains. Her bandana was pulled over the bottom-half of her face.

Mercury looked in between Emerald and Neo, "Well, now, we're only missing one." Emerald hopped down and walked up to the two.

Yang spoke up, "Um, hi." She and Blake had walked closer to them.

Mercury turned to Yang and Blake, "Oh, uh… Yang, Blake, this is Neo and this is Emerald." They all shared awkward smiles and "hellos". The group of five began to make a trek northward. Mercury was at point. Neo and Emerald behind him. Finally, Yang and Blake taking up the rear.

"So, you mentioned someone's missing?" asked Yang.

Mercury nodded, not looking at Yang, "The guy who brought us all together." There was a pause, "Neo, Emerald, and I."

Yang nodded slowly, "Okay." The group walked for a while in silence, with some small talk every now and again.

Suddenly, there was a screaming voice, "FALLING!" And then Aero slammed into the ground right in front of them. The group was in silence.

Aero popped back up, facing the group, "Oh! Hey!" The dissolving body of an adult Griffon, its body missing a wing, crashed into the ground behind Aero. He looked at the body and paused for a moment. He looked back at the group and jerked a thumb at the body, "Ignore that." He got up and brushed off his legs.

"Did he just come in on a Griffon?" asked Blake.

Yang slowly nodded, "Yep…"

Mercury looked at Aero, quizzically, "Could you explain that, Aero?"

Aero nodded and spoke with a nonchalant tone, "Okay. Okay. So I landed, killed some Grimm, and thought 'I should get a vantage point.' I climbed a tree and that guy,"-he jerked his thumb at the dissolved body- "was up there too. A battle ensued, and I ended up riding it for some time. I lobbed off a wing, and we spiraled out of control. And then I ended up here." He ended it with a small smile, like a child explaining his drawing to his disturbed parents.

Yang slowly gave him a thumbs-up, "Well… that's cool."

Aero smiled, "Thanks. Of course, I might have attracted its flock, but…" he trailed off. "Yeah, we should keep moving." His face turned neutral as he turned around and began walking northward.

Emerald shook her head with a smile, "Well… you never change." Neo and Mercury shared a smile and a shrug. The three followed their old friend.

"What just happened?" asked Yang to Blake. Blake only shrugged and the two followed the group of friends.

XXX

"Our last pair has been formed, sir. Ms. Sustrai has seem to have finally chosen a partner, after avoiding several potential ones," noted Glynda. She switched her scroll to monitor Emerald and Aero.

Ozpin shrugged, his focus on his scroll, "We never said they couldn't hunt for their own partners."

Glynda switched her monitor to Neo and Mercury, "They seem to know each other… They'll probably aim to be on the same team." Glynda looked at Ozpin, "Hopefully, their familiarity with each other will help them."

Ozpin nodded, "We can only watch, for now."

She deactivated her scroll, "I guess we'll find out soon enough. At their current pace, they should reach the temple within just a few minutes." She began to walk away before stopping and asking, "Speaking of which, what did you use as relics this year?" She was met with silence, "Professor Ozpin?"

He did not answer; he was focused on watching Ruby Rose and her partner, Weiss Schnee, with interest as they walked near a Nevermore nest.

XXX

Aero, Emerald, Mercury, Neo, Yang, and Blake reached a clearing. They found a ruined temple with circular platforms within, each one with black and gold chess pieces.

Yang shrugged, "Think this is it?" Everyone gave Yang an incredulous look, "Wow! Okay, sorry I asked." They all walked up and into the temple. They all began looking at the relics.

Blake asked, confused, "Chess pieces?"

"Some are already missing…" noted Yang.

Blake shrugged, "Well, I guess we should pick one."

"One for each pair?" asked Mercury.

Aero nodded, "Probably." Aero nudged Emerald, "Come on, partner." Emerald smiled and they began looking at relics.

Yang picked up a white knight piece, "How about a pretty pony?"

Blake smirked, "Sure."

"Think this has anything to do with teams?" asked Emerald.

"Pick the same ones, you end up on the same team?" suggested Mercury.

Emerald looked amongst the relics, "Alright then, what do we pick?"

"A pawn," said Aero as he picked up a black pawn piece.

Mercury crossed his arms, "The throwaway piece?"

Aero rolled his eyes, "The pawn is extremely important."

"How so?" asked Emerald.

Aero stated, "It's the first piece you move, and it can trick your opponent to make predictable moves for the rest of the game."

"I didn't know you played chess," said Mercury.

Aero shrugged, "I don't. I just read an article." He turned away from his team, his face completely neutral.

His friends shared a look saying, "_Should've seen that coming_." They shook their heads and went back to the relics. Aero and Emerald picked up a black pawn. Mercury and Neo picked up a black pawn.

Suddenly there was a feminine scream and Yang said, "Some girl's in trouble! Did you guys hear that?" She was met with silence as everyone was staring up at the sky. "Guys, did you hear that? What should we do?" Blake, Aero, Emerald, Mercury, and Neo all pointed up into the air.

"Heads up!" screamed a girl in a red cloak, who was falling from the sky.

XXX

**AN: I wanted to inform readers that Cinder's plan will change on a grand scale. I don't really want to get into it because it would be a spoiler, so I'll leave it at that. Be sure to leave questions, comments, and reviews. Thanks for reading!**


End file.
